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History 4100.001: Modern Britain since 1830  

University of North Texas, Fall 2016  

Mondays 6:30-9:20, Wooten 112 

 
'Peace Celebrations Indian Troops Marching Down Whitehall', 1919. 

Oil on canvas by Dora Meeson, 1919, National Army Museum 

Kate Imy, kate.imy@unt.edu, Wooten Hall 266 

Office Hours: Mondays 5:00-6:30,  

Wednesdays 1-2, 3:30-5:00 or by appointment 
 
 

Description: What made a small island nation into the largest empire the world has ever seen? 

What inspired Britons to fight and die in imperial and world wars, while strife and turmoil 

brewed at home? This course examines the history of Britain from the back alleys and 

workhouses of Dickensian England to the post WWII world of the Brixton riots. It considers the 

ebbs and flows of British social, class, cultural and military history, from tea drinking charity 

workers to militant suffragettes, the rise of anti-colonial nationalisms to Brexit. This course 

focuses on the interconnections between the economy, culture, warfare, and society. It 

incorporates sources from a diverse range of authors, including poetry, art, film, propaganda and 

political treatises. It asks students to think about how the meaning of “Britain” changed over the 

course of the nation’s imperial, post-colonial, and “globalized” history. 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Strengthen critical thinking skills 

2. Learn to interpret and comment thoughtfully upon a variety of materials (text, film, 

images)  

3. Improve writing by formulating clear and concise arguments supported by primary 

source evidence 

4. Analyze and interrogate “official” narratives and personal histories by considering 

how they intersect and depart from one another 

 

Required Books: 

W. Arnstein, Britain Yesterday and Today. 

 

mailto:kate.imy@unt.edu
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Other Required Purchases: 
Mrs. Miniver (1940 film) 

My Beautiful Launderette (1985 film)  

**Both available for rent or purchase online or in stores 

 

Other Readings 
Other readings listed on the syllabus will be available on the websites provided or posted on 

Blackboard. Please print and bring all discussion materials to class on the assigned dates.  

 

The most important daily readings are the primary sources. These will be discussed in class. The 

textbook is meant to provide you with a unifying narrative and general overview to clarify or 

guide your understanding of lectures and discussion. 

 

In the unlikely event that a class session needs to be canceled on short notice, please check your 

e-mail and blackboard before each scheduled meeting. 

 

Grading: 
Short Essays: 10% 

In-class writing: 10% 

War and Society Research Essay: 25% 

Midterm Exam: 20% 

Final Exam: 25% 

Class Participation: 10% 

 

Assignments 
All assignments are due in hard copy at the start of class on the assigned date. Papers received 

within twenty four hours of the start of class on the due date will be subject to an automatic 10% 

grade deduction. An additional 5% will be deducted for failing to provide a hard copy, and for 

each subsequent day of tardiness. All work must be original to each student and may not be 

completed in pairs or groups. Doing so may warrant a zero grade for that assignment. No 

assignments will be accepted after the final exam has been administered. Typical university 

protocol on plagiarism, as stated on the UNT Academic Integrity website 

(http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity ), will be enforced. Students may stop by 

during office hours or schedule appointments to discuss the results of individual assignments 

starting 24 hours after the grade has been issued.  

 

Short Essays:  Each short essay (one page single spaced) asks students to analyze a single 

primary source document. Students must choose any one of the assigned primary sources to be 

discussed on the due date of the essay. Students will create a unique and succinct argument based 

on the source that they choose, and respond to a theme provided by the instructor.  

 Short Essay 1: (Due September 12th) Topic: Age of Improvement? Use one primary 

source answer the following question: Was the early nineteenth century an “Age of 

Improvement” for everyone in Britain? Craft a unique argument and support it with primary 

source evidence. 

 Short Essay 2: (Due October 24th) Topic: The High Tide of Empire. In what ways was 

Britain an imperial nation? Craft a unique argument and support it with primary source evidence. 

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
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In-Class Essays: A number of unannounced, in-class short essays will be administered based on 

assigned primary source readings. These cannot be retaken or made up for any reason. The 

lowest grade received on in-class essays will be dropped. 

 

Optional Essay: A student may choose to write one “optional essay” (one page single-spaced) to 

replace the score of either one short essay or one in-class essay. This is not extra credit but a 

replacement of a low score. If the optional essay score is lower than the original score, the 

original score will stand. The conditions of writing an optional essay are as follows: 

1) The optional essay should be written about any single primary source assigned on a 

day when there was no short essay assignment or in-class essay. The primary source 

cannot be used in the student’s war and society research paper. 

2)  Students may complete only one optional essay per term.  

3) Those planning to complete an optional essay must come by during regular office 

hours or set up an appointment to discuss it (an informal chat after class does not 

count).  

4) Students may not use an optional essay if they have missed more than one in-class 

essay or if they have been late on both of their short essays.  

5) An optional essay must be handed to the instructor as a hard copy, in-person. E-mails, 

mailbox drops, or under door submissions will be thrown away.  

6) An optional essay can be submitted no later than November 30th, 1:55pm.  

There are absolutely no exceptions to any of the above conditions. If students fail to adhere to 

these guidelines, the optional essay will not be graded. 

 

 
Jack's Pure Tea, 1899, (The National Archives, UK) 

 

War and Society Research Paper (Due November 28th): This six-to-seven page essay asks 

students to combine primary source materials used in class with original research from online 

archives. Students will craft an original argument around a chosen theme. At least three visual 

sources must be used. Students must focus on the First World War, the Second World War, the 

interwar period, or compare the two wars.  

 

Students must choose one of the following themes: 

1) Class  

2) Gender 

3) Race 

4) Health 

5) Food 

6) Family 

7) Technology  
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Original research must be conducted using at least two the following online archives: 

 

Imperial War Museum: 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search?items_per_page=10&f[0]=webCategory%3Aphotogra

phs&f[1]=mediaType%3Aimage&query= 

 

National Army Museum (UK): 

http://www.nam.ac.uk/online-collection/ 

 

National Archives (UK): 

https://images.nationalarchives.gov.uk/assetbank-nationalarchives/action/viewHome 

 

British Library:  

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/collection-items 

 

Alternate themes may be analyzed only if they are cleared by the instructor no less than two 

weeks prior to the due date. Use of secondary source materials other than Arnstein should be 

kept to a minimum. 

 

Midterm: (October 10th) The midterm consists of identifications and essays based on quotations, 

terms, images, and prompts. No study guide will be provided. 

 

Final Exam: The final exam will be a combination of essays and identifications. It will be 

cumulative, with an emphasis on materials covered after the midterm. No study guide will be 

provided.  

 

Respect and Civility 
Students are expected to treat one another, the course, and professor with the respect of a 

workplace. Please silence all electronic devices and avoid non-academic discussions during class 

time. Students may not use cell phones in class or engage in other activities such as playing 

games on computers, which distract classmates. Bullying or aggressive behavior will not be 

tolerated and may warrant dismissal from the course. 

 

Course materials may not be distributed or posted online without the express written consent of 

the instructor. 

 

Tutoring and Study Sessions 
For tips about strengthening your study skills, writing ability, and time management, or for 

coordinating study sessions and meeting tutors, please feel free to contact UNT’s learning center. 

https://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 

 

Disability Services 

Should you require specific arrangements for examinations, note-taking, or take-home 

assignments, please contact the Office of Disability Accommodation so that the correct 

procedures may be followed. https://disability.unt.edu/services  

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search?items_per_page=10&f%5b0%5d=webCategory%3Aphotographs&f%5b1%5d=mediaType%3Aimage&query
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/search?items_per_page=10&f%5b0%5d=webCategory%3Aphotographs&f%5b1%5d=mediaType%3Aimage&query
http://www.nam.ac.uk/online-collection/
https://images.nationalarchives.gov.uk/assetbank-nationalarchives/action/viewHome
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/collection-items
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/
https://disability.unt.edu/services
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Course Schedule  

 

 

 

Date Topic

Textbook 

Reading Discussion Reading

Assignment 

Due

29-Aug

Introduction: The 

Regency, Industry, 

and Napoleon

5-Sep NO CLASS

12-Sep

Age of Improvement? 

1830-1851 Arnstein, 1-2 

James Kay, "The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working 

Classes" (1832);  Andrew Ure, "The Philosophy of Manufactures" 

(1835); Friedrich Engels, "The Condition of the Working Class in 

England," (1844) 

Short Paper 

1

19-Sep

Chartism, Famine, 

Revolution Arnstein, 3-4

The People's Charter (1838); Letter from Susan Liddell Yorke on the 

Irish Famine (1846). 

26-Sep

Exhibitions: Gender 

and Nation Arnstein, 5 

James Wilson, "The First Half of the Nineteenth Century" (1851); 

Henry Mayhew, "The Costermongers" (1851); E. Lynn Linton, "The 

Girl of the Period" (1868); Hyppolite Taine, "English Womanhood" 

(1871) 

3-Oct

Liberalism, War and 

Reform 1851-1873 Arnstein, 6-7 

John Stuart Mill, "Considerations on Representative Government" 

(1861); John Bright, "The Case for Democracy," (1865); Robert Lowe, 

"The Case Against Democracy," (1867)

10-Oct MIDTERM MIDTERM

17-Oct

From Ripper to  

Wilde: The Victorian 

City Arnstein, 8

Josephine Butler, "Social Purity" (1879); Excerpts from W.T. Stead, 

"The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon," (1885); General Booth, "In 

Darkest England" (1890)

24-Oct

The High Tide of 

Empire Arnstein, 9-10

Excerpts from A.C. Dutt, "Four Years at an English University" (1890); 

G.P. Pillai, "London Through Indian Spectacles," (1897); A.B.C. 

Merriman-Labour, "Britain Through Negro Spectacles" (1909)  

Short Paper 

2

31-Oct

Divisions and 

Reforms Arnstein, 11-12

George Bernard Shaw, "Report on the Fabian Policy" (1896); Arnold 

White,  "The Alien Immigrant" (1903); Churchill, "Liberalism and 

Socialism," (1906); Sir Edward Carson, "The Case for Ulster" (1912);  

Pankhurst, "My Story"  (1914)

7-Nov War and "Peace" Arnstein, 13-15 

Rupert Brooke Poems (1914);  Excerpts from War Speeches of Lloyd 

George and Von Bethmann Hollweg (1914); Wilfred Owen, "Disabled"  

(1918).

14-Nov

Strikes, Depression, 

and Totalitarianism Arnstein, 16-17

The Labour Party, "Labour and the New Social Order" (1918); John 

Strachey, "The Case for Communism" (1932); Sir Oswald Mosley, "The 

Case for Fascism," (1932).

21-Nov

The Second World 

War and International 

Insecurity Arnstein, 18-19 

Mrs. Miniver (film, 1940); Anne Jane Walker Shepperd, Blitz Diary 

(1940); Winston S. Churchill, "Britain Stands Alone" (1940).

28-Nov Imperial Sunsets Arnstein, 20-21

Time Magazine, "A Salute to 'Swinging London'" (1966); Bernard 

Levin, "Run it Down the Flagpole" (1970); Debate on Whether Britain 

Should Join the European Economic Community (1972);  Bernard D. 

Nossiter, "Britain: A Future that Works" (1978) 

War and 

Society 

Research 

Paper

5-Dec

From Thatcher to the 

New Millenium: Race, 

Gender and Class in 

Modern Britain Arnstein, 22-23

Film: My Beautiful Laundrette (1985); Archbishop of Canterbury, "Civil 

and Religious Law in England: a religious perspective" (2008);  Amit 

Chaudhuri, "The Real Meaning of Rhodes Must Fall" (2015)


